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We work to save women’s lives




To whom it may concern: 

As you may be aware, ovarian cancer is the deadliest of gynecologic cancers. Each year in the United States, more than 21,000 women are diagnosed with ovarian cancer and about 15,000 women die of the disease. The American Cancer Society estimates that about 21,550 new cases of ovarian cancer were diagnosed in the United States in 2009. 

That being said, since 2002, the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance has been working to save the lives of women by helping healthcare practitioners learn to diagnose ovarian cancer earlier. Through the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance’s Survivors Teaching Students: Saving Women’s Lives SM program, future healthcare professionals, including physicians, nurse practitioners, nurses and physician assistants, increase their understanding of ovarian cancer symptoms and risk factors so that they will be able to diagnose the disease when it is in its earlier, most treatable stages.

To be more specific, the Survivors Teaching Students program brings the faces and voices of ovarian cancer survivors into the classroom to inform medical students about their experiences with the disease. Each woman who presents to the students has a unique story. These women – many diagnosed at an advanced stage – are in a distinct position to help students become more sensitive to the disease’s symptoms and risk factors that, in turn, can result in an earlier diagnosis. It is our intention and hope that this program be incorporated into every academic curriculum of medical, nursing, nurse practitioner and physician assistant programs throughout the country. We need your help to make this happen. 

We are writing to enlist your aid in introducing this innovative ovarian cancer educational program in your school. With funding from the Entertainment Industry Foundation and other generous organizations we are able to bring the program to schools around country at no cost to the schools or the survivors involved. 

The Ovarian Cancer National Alliance would like the opportunity to speak with you in greater detail about this program. For more information, please contact Linda John, Program Director for the Survivors Teaching Students program, at ljohn@ovariancancer.org or call (646) 208-1767. You can also learn more about the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance at www.ovariancancer.org. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Karen Orloff Kaplan, MSW, MPH, ScD 

Chief Executive Officer 

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance
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Linda John

Program Director

Survivors Teaching Students: 
Saving Women’s LivesSM
