
 
 

How to use Thomas.gov to see if your Elected Officials are cosponsoring ovarian cancer-related legislation 

Have you ever asked your Representative or Senators to sign on to cosponsor legislation like Johanna’s Law or the 

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month Resolution and then wonder if they actually did what you asked?   There’s an easy 

way to check.  The Library of Congress maintains a database called Thomas that provides updated cosponsorship lists 

and other information about legislation.  This step-by-step guide will show you how to use  www.thomas.gov to see if 

your Representative or Senators are cosponsors of ovarian cancer-related legislation. 

1.  Go to www.thomas.gov 

 

You can search for legislation either by Word/Phrase or Bill Number.  In this first example, we will search by 

Word/Phrase for Johanna’s Law to see a list of Representatives who have signed on to cosponsor. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thomas.gov/
http://www.thomas.gov/


2. The search results bring up both the House and Senate version of the bill.   

 
 

 

3. Click “Cosponsors” to see a list of all 148 cosponsors of H.R. 2941.  You can display the names by date or 

alphabetical order.  If your Elected Official has recently agreed to cosponsor, there may be a slight delay of a 

day or two before their name shows up in the system.  

 

 
 

 

 



4.  You can also search by bill number, which requires proper use of H.R., H.Res., S., and/or S.Res.  

 

For the purposes of legislation the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance is currently working on, you only need to 

know:  

H.R. or S.    bill in the House of Representatives or Senate.  Bills can become laws.  

Examples: 

 H.R. 2941 (Johanna’s Law in the House) 

 S. 3493 (Johanna’s Law in the Senate) 

H.Res. or S.Res.   A Resolution in the House or Senate.  A simple resolution does not become law.   

Examples: 

H.Res. 1488 (Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month Resolution in the House) 

S.Res. 555 (Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month Resolution in the Senate) 

 

In this example, we will search for cosponsors for H.Res. 1488, using the search by Bill Number option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Click search and information about H.Res.1488 is retrieved. 

 
 

6. Click cosponsors to see a list of current cosponsors of H.Res.1488. 

 
 

 



7. If your Elected Official is not signed on as a cosponsor, go to the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance’s Take 

Action website to send a message to request cosponsorship. 

 

1) Go to http://www.ovariancancer.org/take-action/   

2) Click the teal button that says “Send a Message to your Elected Officials” 

3) Locate the Action Alert associated with the piece of legislation and then click “Take Action” in the 

lower left-hand corner of the alert.  Follow the instructions on the screen to send a 

cosponsorship request to your Representatives or Senators. 

 

http://www.ovariancancer.org/take-action/

